
Week of April 13 Lesson Plan 

ASSIGNMENT #1 

This week, we are going to work on ONE of the two types of essays that will be on your 

National Exam on May 11th. Please open a Google Doc and write the essay. Share your 

Doc when you are done (kwelgoss@wscschools.org). Due: 4/17. 

The 2 Types of FRQs that will be on this year's AP Exam will be: 

1. Concept 

Application 

Presents students with an authentic scenario. Assesses student 

ability to describe and explain the effects of a political institution, 

behavior, or process. Additionally, this question assesses student 

ability to transfer understanding of course concepts and apply them 

in a new situation or scenario. 

 

4. Argument 

Essay 

Assesses students' ability to do the following: 

● Articulate a defensible claim or thesis that responds to the 

question and establishes a line of reasoning 

● Provide evidence from one of the foundational documents 

listed in the question to support the claim 

● Provide evidence from a second foundational document or 

from knowledge of course concepts to support the claim 

● Use reasoning to explain why the evidence supports the claim 

● Respond to an opposing or alternate perspective using refutation, 

concession, or rebuttal (TAKEN OUT THIS YEAR) 

 

Concept Application FRQ Practice 

Respond to all parts of the question. In your response, use substantive examples 

where appropriate. 

The Twenty-Seventh Amendment is the most recent amendment to the Constitution. Its existence today 

can be traced to a college student who proposed the idea in a term paper and was given a C by his 

professor for the idea. 

In 1982, a college student, Gregory Watson, discovered that an amendment to the Constitution had been 

ratified by six states by 1792 and could still be added to the Constitution because Congress had never 

stipulated a time limit for states to consider it for ratification. Watson started a self-financed, grassroots 

campaign to get the amendment ratified. He wrote letters to state officials, urging them to pass the 

amendment. 
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Maine was the first state to respond to Watson’s campaign, ratifying the amendment in 1983. In 1992, 

Michigan became the 38th state to ratify the amendment, casting the final vote needed to make the 

proposed amendment an actual part of the United States Constitution. 

The amendment that Watson lobbied for states the following: “No law, varying the compensation for the 

services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall 

have intervened.” 

In short, the Twenty-Seventh Amendment states that a sitting Congress cannot give itself a raise or cut its 

pay during its current session. Any pay raise or cut would take effect for the next Congress. 

A. Describe the process of passing a constitutional amendment in Congress. 

B. Explain how the states affect the process described in Part (A). 

C. The Equal Rights Amendment was passed by Congress but never ratified by the states. Many other 

proposed amendments have shared the same fate. Explain how the high bar in passing amendments, 

as illustrated in these examples, reflects the Framers’ ideas about government. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ASSIGNMENT #2 

Hand in Khan Academy assignment (Government Power and Individual Rights) that was 

previously assigned. Due: 4/15. 
 

Work on NEW Khan Academy assignment (Ratification of the U.S. Constitution).  Due: 4/22. 
 

 


